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White House Office of Policy Information

Washington, D.C. ' Number 8 " June 20, 1983

Abortion

Our society is confronted with a great moral issue, the
taking of the life of an unborn child. Accordingly, I join
millions of Americans in expressing profound disappointment
at the decisions announced by the Supreme Court in striking
down several efforts by states and localities to control the
circumstances under which abortion may be performed. ... The
"legislature is the appropriate forum for resolving these

issues. The issue of abortion must be resolved by our,
democratic process. S D

- Response to Akron vs. Akron Center for Reproductive
Health, Inc. decision, June 16, 1983, '

Arms Control

1 pray for the day when nuclear arms will no longer
exist anywhere on earth. During this administration, the
United States has launched the most far-reaching program of
arms reductions initiatives and negotiations in history.
Never before has any nation engaged in so many major
simultaneous efforts to limit and reduce the instruments of
war. And we're determined to follow through day after day
after day until we succeed.

- Remarks to Presidential Scholars, June 16, 1983.

Central America

Make no mistake -- the United States must and will
support our friends who are building and defending democracy
in Central America. We will not permit dictators to ram
Communism down the throats of innocent people in one country
after another.

- Remarks at dinner in honor of Senator
Jesse Helms, June 17, 1983.
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Defense Spendiang . S

What occured during the last decade when the Soviets
raced ahead militarily while we stood still was dreadfully
wrong. We believe it's immoral to ask the sons and daughters
of America to protect this land with second rate equipment
and weapons that don't work.

- Remarks at dinner honoring Senator
_ Jesse Helms, June 17, 1983.

Education

I urge you, send a message to Washington, D.C. and make
it loud and clear: Tell them you want the basics in your
schools and the parents back in charge. Tell them that
-education must never become a political football because
your children come first and they must come first..

- Remarks to the P.T.A. Annual Convention, June 15, 1983.

'Education vs. Defense Spending

In 1982, the total budget for defense was $179 ' q
~billion. It was $215 billion for education. And I don't
fault that at all. Education is truly important, and as
important to national security as defense. But we can't
‘neglect either one of them.

- Regional forum in Hopkins, Minnesota, June 9, 1983.

Merit pay for teachers

Teachers should be paid and promoted on the basis of
their merit and competence. with real rewards for
excellence. Rewarding personal initiative and product1v1ty
has always been our secret for success.

- Remarks to the P.T.A. Annual Convention, June 15, 1983.

Teachers

It wasn't teachers who created and condoned the drug
culture, sexual license, and violence in our society. It
‘wasn't teachers who encouraged the banality of TV over the
beauty of the written word. And it wasn't teachers who asked
for a "Washington knows best"™ attitude that often showered
them with rules, regulatlons, and unlformlty while
discouraging the rich variety and excellence of our
heritage. For too long, teachers have been fighting a lonely-
war and it's about time they got some reinforcement from the
rest of us,

- Remarks to the P.T.A. Annual Convention, June 15, 1983,
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